How on Earth do we get a nuclear-free world?

Wouldn’t it be a really good idea if

· All the countries who don’t have nuclear weapons agreed not to get them

· AND the countries who already have them agreed to get rid of theirs?

Well – funny you should say that! In 1970 that’s just what happened. 188 countries have signed up to this agreement – called the Non-Proliferation Treaty.

So why do we still have nuclear weapons?

Most of the countries that agreed not to get them have kept their promise. But the Nuclear Weapons States have not been so good.  None of the original five (The US, the UK, France, Russia and China) have disarmed. They have reduced the number of weapons but still have huge nuclear arsenals.

Meanwhile, Israel, Pakistan and India have gone nuclear, and the fact that none of the big players has disarmed gives them the perfect excuse.

The NPT is up for another review in spring next year, with a preparatory conference happening just now.  We are asking that the UK government lays out a clear timetable now for the disarmament of our nuclear weapons – the Trident system based in Scotland.

If not then peaceful citizens will take responsibility for doing whatever they can to nonviolently disarm and disrupt the Trident system – they are issuing a Deadline for Disarmament.

This spring people all over Britain are going to their MPs to ask them to demand action from the government.

See http://www.tridentploughshares.org
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