April 2004

XXMP

Dear XX

Deadline for Disarmament

Like many others I wish to raise with you, as my MP, my concern about the failure of the British government to abide by its treaty obligations in regard to nuclear weapons.

As you are probably aware, Britain is one of the 187 signatories to the Non Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which came into force in 1970. The NPT aims not only to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons but also to bring about complete and universal nuclear disarmament. Nor is this an old and forgotten treaty. At the NPT conference in 2000 Britain was one of nuclear weapon states that made a renewed and unqualified commitment to eliminate its nuclear arsenal. The NPT is due to be reviewed in 2005

You will also be aware that Britain’s actions have not matched its fine words. It intends to retain nuclear weapons into the foreseeable future and reserves the right to design and deploy a successor to the current Trident system.  A huge expansion of the facilities at the nuclear weapons factory at Aldermaston is planned. To make matters worse Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon has made it clear that Britain would use Trident against non-nuclear states if they ever used chemical or biological weapons to attack British armed forces. In short, Britain shows no sign of willingness to fulfill its treaty obligations on weapons of mass destruction.

At the same time British Prime Minister Tony Blair, praising Libya for its decision to adhere to the NPT, has said: “It shows that problems of proliferation can, with good will, be tackled through discussion and engagement, to be followed up by the responsible international agencies. It demonstrates that countries can abandon programmes voluntarily and peacefully.” The NPT was not created to give the nuclear weapon states the moral high ground with which to lecture potential proliferators – it was intended to promote honest and mutual action towards the abolition of nuclear weapons.

As a constituent I am asking you to pass on to the PM my urgent demand that it honours its NPT promises by setting its timetable for nuclear disarmament. What I am looking for is a series of dates, each with significant steps, culminating in the decommissioning of all our nuclear weapons. In doing so I am taking part in the Trident Ploughshares Deadline for Disarmament initiative in the genuine hope that the government will respond but also on the clear understanding that if the government does not then ordinary citizens will continue to undertake peaceful acts of direct disarmament.

As a constituent I am also asking for your personal views on how Britain should be responding to the disarmament challenge.

I look forward to hearing from you.

